[Serum gastrin levels in colorectal cancers. Evolution after treatment].
Increased basal serum gastrin level has been described in patients presenting with colorectal cancer. The aim of this work was to study the evolution of serum gastrin levels after cancer treatment. We measured basal serum gastrin levels before and 1 to 2 months after treatment in 15 patients (7 men, 8 women; mean age: 61.6 years). There were 3 malignant polyps, 4 Dukes A, 3 Dukes B, 4 Dukes C and 1 Dukes D colonic cancers. Treatment included 3 endoscopic polypectomies, 2 laser photodestructions, and 10 surgical resections, Mean basal gastrin level after treatment (49.07 +/- 12.65 mIU/l) was significantly lower (P less than 0.002) than before treatment (104.47 +/- 26.98 mIU/l). In the 2 patients treated by laser therapy, recurrences were associated with reincreasing serum gastrin levels. These results suggest an "autocrine" secretion of gastrin.